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ASBESTOS AWARENESS WEEK 
Statement 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.45 pm]: Members will 
be relieved that this statement will be short. Earlier tonight I was very pleased to co-host a function with Hon 
Mark McGowan outside the Aboriginal People’s Room to acknowledge Asbestos Awareness Week. I want to 
thank all members who attended that function. We all found that the speakers—Mr Robert Vojakovic from the 
Asbestos Diseases Society, Dr Gary Lee from Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and Dr Anna Nowak—provided 
some very thoughtful words and an explanation of the current status of medical research into asbestosis and 
mesothelioma. They talked about what is currently happening with patients. They gave some examples, sadly, of 
a couple of patients who have recently been diagnosed and explained to us the difficulties with mesothelioma 
and the shortness from diagnosis to, tragically, death. They spoke of the work that needs to be done at a state 
level in research and in providing support to those individuals and their families to enable them to not only 
access the best care, but also give them support so that when they are not here, they know that their families will 
be looked after.  

Part of the reason to hold the function was to encourage members to speak to a number of members of the ADS 
who came tonight. A number of those people have asbestos-related diseases. A gentleman who attended tonight 
had only just been diagnosed in the past few days. Those present tonight received a fairly powerful message 
about the seriousness of these problems and the fact that those in the community and we in Parliament could 
certainly do a lot more to provide support, assistance and fairness to those people who, unfortunately, through no 
fault of their own, are bearing the burden of asbestosis and other related diseases.  
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